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minority confined itself to asking for autonomy for its schools
and church (United Greeks).

Bukovina, where the people are Roumanian, has led only a
feeble political existence. At first it sent ministerial deputies
to the Reichsrath; then the Roumanian national party finally
gained possession of a majority in its Diet.

Thus, at the beginning of the constitutional system, there al-
ready existed in Austria two German political parties, liberal and
conservative (which were to subdivide into groups), and seven
nationalist parties (Czechs, Poles, Ruthenians, Slovenians, Ital-
ians, Groats, and Roumanians), whose policy consisted princi-
pally in trying to gain from the central government concessions
for their languages and their national autonomy. These par-
ties in the ReicRsrath were organized in extra-parliamentary
meetings called clubs. Each formed only a slight minority. So
there has never been in the Reichsrath a homogeneous majority
composed of a single party. The majority has always been a
coalition between parties.

The leading question in domestic policy was the adjustment
of relations with the clergy. Should the official power of the
Church be maintained as it was established by the Concordat of
1853 (see P- A22)* with prohibition of non-Catholic public worship
and clerical control of schools? Or should the German lay sys-
tem be adopted? The liberal party, composed, like the national
liberal party in Germany, of the imperialist and anti-clerical
middle class, demanded, first of all, ecclesiastical and educational
reform. It was sub-divided into two clubs, progressive and lib-
eral. The Conservative party demanded the maintenance of the
old ecclesiastical and economic system; it was composed of two
sets of opponents to the liberals, German Catholics and conserva-
tives from the little countries (Slovenians and Croats).

National politics were occupied at once with the language
question and the rights of local Diets. The Germans wished to
retain German as the state language for the courts, administra-
tion, and secondary schools. The other races, in proportion to
their power, demanded either simply the administration of their
own schools and churches, administrative autonomy, complete
equality of their language, or independence of their Diet.

In foreign affairs the German liberals favoured Germany and
Italy, while the Catholics were hostile to them. Among the
Slavic races, the Czechs, in their role of.Panslavists, were en-
thusiastically friendly toward Russia and hostile toward Ger-